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Historical perspectives informing the development of educational provision for students with special needs
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Louis Braille changed and paved the way for the 
blind community in the 1800s. He was hurt by an 
awl at three years old causing his blindness. Louis 

Braille was sent to the Paris Blind School as a 
child. In 1817 he invented the Braille raised 

alphabet system that we know today.
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Perkins School for the Blind 1829
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Educational integration

Social

What is wrong with a student with disabilities?

What is wrong with the educational environment?  
What social, economic, political and/or environmental conditions need 
to be changed to facilitate the full enjoyment of the right to inclusive 
education by all students with disabilities and special needs?

Are the difficulties of students with a hearing problem in understanding  
their peers and teachers mainly due to the hearing problem  
of the student with disabilities?

Are the difficulties of students with a hearing problem in understanding 
peers and teachers mainly a result of the  inability of teachers to 
communicate with students with a hearing problem?

Did a student with disabilities move here because of  
his/her health problem?

What deficiencies in the school environment caused a student with 
disabilities to move here?

Does the disability or special need of a student prevent him/her from 
participating in educational activities and extracurricular activities  
as often or as far as he/she would like?

Are there any transport or financial problems preventing students with 
disabilities or special needs from participating in educational activities 
and extracurricular activities as often or as far as he/she would like?

asks: asks:



Students practice their understanding of disability and inclusion policies

https://www.scope.org.uk/about-us/social-model-of-disabili

https://www.scope.org.uk/about-us/social-model-of-disability/
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Figure 1 National Educational Psychological Service Continuum of Support. Adapted with permission from [33,34]. 2007 and 2010, National Educational Psychological Service
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