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Mm Finding the right app. Teachers:

find apps relevant to their target area (such as supporting students with
disabilities in academic instruction) in iTunes, Google Play, or Top 10 lists to
search for them in a targeted way and read the reviews of other users

evaluate shortlisted apps, using a tool or rubric to determine their
potential appropriateness in supporting students with ASN or
disabilities in academic contexts

make time to use the app themselves, carefully checking its quality
and its relevance to the students’ educational needs and goals, as well
as their own pedagogical approach
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@ swiping, pinching, and zooming may be problematic for students who have physical impairments)
* consider the progress monitoring capacity of the app (can the app offer students
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Use of multimedia, concept mapping
or organizing software, and dictation with speech
recognition can improve the writing skills of children and
adults with learning difficulties (Batorowicz et al., 2012).

Computers with specialized software can be
used to record, edit and share ideas, help in completing
assignments on time and improve motivation.
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personalised to meet the child’s individual needs’)

reducing the amount of cognitive processing required for learning (via offering additional time and
alternative, digital spaces for learning)

facilitating a creative, cooperative, and inclusive learning environment (Burke & Hughes (2018)
,one key benefit of using tablet devices, such as iPads, is that they are generally seens as everyday items, therefore do not carry
any stigma for any student who might be offered one to use’)

enhancing motivation towards and engagement in learning

improving vocational, independence, and social sKills (for example, giving students tools for alternative
modes of communication, other than speaking and writing)
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high costs of devices and software

insufficient technical knowledge and skills on the part of teachers
logistics issues (e.g. purchase and distribution)

rapid pace of devices and software becoming obsolete

lack of connections to local or national curricula, or to the specific learning challenges
individual students face

increasing physical and academic inclusion but potentially at the expense of social
inclusion

safety and security of students online (e.g. the creation of accounts using personal,
traceable details)

lengthy, challenging process of attempting to select the best device/software option

potentially disruptive qualities (because devices have so many functions and apps,
they provide plenty of opportunities for distraction when bored)
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